
Value for this half term: Perseverance
Theme for this week (21 Nov - 25 Nov 2022): God’s persevering love
Life Skills theme for the week: We can be patient

"Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people".

The quotation above comes from the beginning of the Collect for the day in the Book of
Common Prayer. Yesterday, 20 November, was the last Sunday of the Church year, the final one
before the start of Advent. Since Victorian times the day has been known as “Stir-up Sunday”,
when children and parents would gather to stir up the homemade Christmas pudding, five
weeks before Christmas. By tradition, the pudding mixture is stirred from East to West in honour
of the Magi who travelled from the east to visit baby Jesus in Bethlehem. Christmas puddings
would traditionally contain thirteen ingredients to represent Our Lord and His twelve disciples.

It seems strange to think that the traditional Christmas pudding recipe contained meat and
would be served at the beginning of the meal, alongside the meat course (think of the term
“mincemeat”). The meat was later removed - as meat preservation techniques improved - with
families fully embracing the sweet pudding that we are familiar with today. Now Stir-Up Sunday
is also seen by keen cooks as an opportunity to make other sweet festive treats including
Christmas cakes, or homemade mincemeat for mince pies.

Whether you are already preparing for Christmas or not, this is such a busy time of the year, at
home and in school. Last Wednesday evening we welcomed back last year’s Year 11 students to
the Leavers’ Celebration Event. It was fantastic to see our leavers collecting certificates and
awards, and having an opportunity to update their friends and former teachers with news of
their post-GCSE experiences.

Last Friday we celebrated “Children in Need” day, with fundraising activities such as face
painting, a bake sale and sweet tombola organised and run at lunch time by senior student
leaders and the school council. Also on Friday, visitors from the Papillion Project were very
complimentary about our students who were involved with the school’s allotment
transformation. There is more information and pictures on the school’s Twitter feed.

We are also conscious that the weather has definitely changed. Please can you encourage your
child to: have breakfast every morning; bring a suitable school bag that will keep books and
papers clean and dry - and to come to school wearing a coat that is appropriate for the cold and
wet conditions.

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/uk/food/recipes/g549980/mince-pies-recipes/


Links and ongoing notices:

Add Advent ppt for next Sunday here

Sunday 27 Nov: Hope video - Mary’s Journey

● The school website is a useful source of information.
● Please visit the Harleston Sancroft Academy Twitter feed for news and updates.
● Here is a list of lunchtime and after-school clubs. Please note the change to football

training: boys’ football training is on Mondays after school; girls’ football training
takes place after school on Wednesdays.

● All clubs are FREE and students do not need to sign up - they can just turn up on the
day. For any lunchtime sports clubs, students should put on their trainers (they won’t
change into full sports kit). For after-school sports clubs, students will need to be
fully changed into their PE kit.

Key upcoming events:

Thursday 24 & Friday 25 Nov : Y11 Mock interviews (in school)
w/b Monday 28 Nov: Year 7 exercise books go home.
Monday 28 Nov: Year 10 Exams Pt 1 commence (in class)
Thursday 8 Dec: Year 5 Christmas Activity Day (in the secondary phase)
Thursday 8 Dec: Year 11 Parents’ Evening - date to be confirmed
Monday 12 Dec: Year 10 deadline for confirmed Work Experience placement (log in with your
HSA email): hand form to your form tutor or Mr Ahrenfelt.
Tuesday 13 Dec: Music & Drama Christmas Showcase

https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/projects/advent-journeys-2022-download
https://abyyt.sharepoint.com/sites/Public/Shared%20Documents/Advent%202022/Advent%202022%20-%20Week%201.mp4?ga=1
https://www.sancroft.stbenets.org/
https://twitter.com/SancroftAcademy?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ASancroftAcademy%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c14
https://www.sancroft.stbenets.org/secondary/key-information/clubs/
https://classroom.google.com/c/NDE4NjA1OTM0ODla/p/MTIxMzg2NjA1OTU5/details

