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Value for this half term: Wisdom
Theme for this week (16 Jan - 20 Jan 2023): Inheriting wisdom
Life Skills theme for the week: We have community spirit

After some very mild weather, it looks as though the week ahead will be a reminder that we are still
in the midst of winter, with frosts and perhaps even snow showers.

Jackie Kay’s poem, ‘Promise’ makes me think of the opportunity for a new start that January offers,
‘like a blank sheet of paper’. There will be various obstacles - like the ‘thick white snow’ and ‘the
wind’s hearty gust’ - which we must face and hopefully overcome to achieve our aims.

At the end of the poem, Kay reminds us that there is uncertainty in the world. Promises we make to
ourselves and others will sometimes last, sometimes be broken, disappearing from view like our
‘footprints’ in fresh snow.

In this poem of few words and endless possibility, Kay alludes to our hopefulness and human frailty -
she raises a toast to us and wishes us the very best for the year ahead.

Promise by Jackie Kay

Remember, the time of year
when the future appears
like a blank sheet of paper
a clean calendar, a new chance.
On thick white snow
You vow fresh footprints
then watch them go
with the wind’s hearty gust.
Fill your glass. Here’s tae us. Promises
made to be broken, made to last.

On a practical note, please ensure that your child has outer clothing that is suitable for a spell of cold
weather. I would like to thank parents and carers for sending students back to school wearing the
correct uniform.

Your support with the implementation of the new mobile devices policy is also very much
appreciated. Only a handful of students have misused their devices in school.
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With the start of the new term we also have some staffing changes to bring to your attention. As you
will know, we said goodbye to Mrs Adams just before Christmas. From the start of this term we
welcomed Miss Hannah Booty as Pastoral Support Assistant and DSL. Mrs Rebecca Beaumont is now
Head of Student Support, working with all year groups.

Key upcoming events
17 January: Y11 Exam Preparation Evening (with students/parents/carers) - 17:30 - 18:30
19 January: Y8 Parents’ Evening - 16:15 - 19:00
23 January: INK Theatre Company in school working with students
26 January: Holocaust Education Trust - live webcast for Y9 students
02 February: Y9 Parents’ Evening - 16:15 - 19:00
09 February: Y7 Parents’ Evening - 16:15 - 19:00

The school website is a useful source of information.

● Please visit the Harleston Sancroft Academy Twitter feed for photos and updates.
● Here is a list of lunchtime and after-school clubs.
● All clubs are FREE and students do not need to sign up - they can just turn up on the day. For

any lunchtime sports clubs, students should put on their trainers (they won’t change into full
sports kit). For after-school sports clubs, students will need to be fully changed into their PE kit.

Prayer for a Renewed Heart (Mission Australia)

Thank you, Lord, for your new beginnings and unwavering provision.                                 I trust that
your peace will watch over me as I step into a new beginning.                    This year, I will rely on the
riches of your love and grace to provide for my physical, emotional and spiritual needs.
In Jesus' name, Amen.
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