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What does Maths look like at Harleston? 

We have a structure in place throughout the Primary Phase which incorporates 
fluency, times tables practice and a quality-assured national maths lesson 
programme to support your child on their maths journey.  

At the heart of our maths offering is Power Maths and we will spend some time 
outlining the benefits of this approach. In addition, we feel that times tables 
(fluency and recall) are central to your child’s maths progress and the 
presentation will review how we approach this part of maths learning.



Children start their learning with 5 fluency questions every day. These are 
examples of Year 3 questions:

● Allows children to revisit prior learning.
● Aims to improve children’s automatic 

recall.
● Opportunities to practise different 

calculation methods.



What is Power Maths? 

Power maths is the whole class mastery approach which we use at 
Harleston Primary Phase.

At the heart of Power Maths is the belief that all children can achieve.  
It’s built on an exciting growth mindset and problem-solving approach.

Key aims:

● Keeping the whole class progressing together.
● Providing rich problem solving to challenge and engage every 

child.
● Practical assessment to reveal misconceptions.
● Nurturing a growth mindset and building children’s confidence in 

maths.



What is mastery? 

Mastering maths means acquiring a deep, long-term, 
secure and adaptable understanding of the subject.

This is achieved by:

● Carefully sequenced, small step learning.
● Using representations (concrete structures) that 

expose mathematical structures.
● Developing mathematical thinking.
● Building fluency.



What is a fixed/ growth mindset?

Children with a growth 
mindset actually perform 
better and are more 
engaged in the classroom.



What does a typical Power Maths lesson structure look 
like?

● Discover and Share (20 mins) - A practical, real-life 
problem arouses curiosity. Children discover the maths 
through story-telling.

● Think together (10 mins) -  Small steps learning 
including paired work.

● Practice: Independent practice in books (15mins)
● Reflect (5mins) 



This part of the 
lesson gives an 
opportunity to 
address 
misconceptions, 
allows the 
children to explore 
and is great for 
paired work and 
discussion



With the Think Together 
section, children are given 
an opportunity to work in 
pairs again and think 
more for themselves as 
the teacher allows them to 
discuss a question 
together after the teacher 
has modelled one.



Children now work 
independently 
within their Practice 
Books, with the 
teacher circulating 
and checking on 
progress.



● Concrete resources (cubes, counters, dienes, tens frames etc)
● Different representations (concrete, pictorial, abstract)
● Key mathematical vocabulary with definitions
● Sentence stems - These help the children to put their maths 

learning into words and give them a scaffold on which to 
verbalise new concepts

● The learning objective unpicked for all children
● Targeted questioning
● Adult support

How is my child supported in maths?



● Have a look at this… if the child does not understand 
‘product’ then this question becomes challenging

Why is mathematical language important in maths?



● The Trust has created vocabulary posters to support the 
children in this aspect of their maths:

Why is mathematical language important in maths?



Why are they so important?

● Builds confidence
● Builds understanding
● ‘Buys’ time to attempt more

complex reasoning questions

● Provides a solid foundation for the Mathematics in KS3, KS4 and 
beyond…

Times Tables 



How do we approach it at Harleston?

● Fluency practice through chanting, games, songs and counting 
stick

● Games and activities in lessons
● Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS)
● Regular practice and testing (Friday focus linked to School and 

home learning)

Times Tables 



We use TTRS to support times tables.

This game- which can be played anywhere that the child is signed in 
- allows for the following types of engagement:

● Rock character avatar format to promote ownership by child
● Regular practice dictated by algorithm
● Individual play against themselves or others
● Group formats
● Wider competitions

Times Tables 



Multiplication Tables Check

● This is a national check on times tables which all children in Year 
4 in the UK undertake each year in Summer Term. 

● It comprises 25 on-screen questions relating to all tables up to 12 
x 12. Children are given 6 seconds to answer each question.

● Its purpose is to identify which children need additional support 
going into UKS2.

● Scores are shared with parents. There is no pass mark.
●

Times Tables 



● Provide a positive and supportive learning environment at home
● Assist your child specifically with times tables practice, 

particularly up to (and including) Year 4, or where this continues 
to be a challenge

● Share real life maths situations where possible
● Let your child’s teacher know if there is a specific area of 

challenge which you have identified at home

Maths - how can I help at home?


