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Value for this half term: Love
Theme for this week (27 Feb - 4 March 2023): Love for others and our world
Life Skills theme for the week: We are resilient

World Book Day
We are very much looking forward to World Book Day 2023 on
Thursday 2 March. Please read the separate WBD flyer for information
about the various celebratory events taking place in the secondary
phase.

Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future
success – more than their family circumstances, their parents’
educational background or their family income. Key outcomes are
listed here:

● There is a strong correlation between regular reading for
pleasure and mental wellbeing (NLT 2018)

● Better performance in subjects other than English (Millenium Cohort Study)
● Reading for pleasure is one of the most important predictors of test scores (e.g. GCSEs in the UK) at

age 16, regardless of background (OECD)
● Reading improves a child’s empathy skills (Oatly 2016)
● Improvement in vocabulary, in comparison to non-readers (Millenium Cohort Study)
● Correlation between regularity of reading for pleasure and ability in reading - each reinforcing the

other as students get older (Cremin 2019, Torppa 2020)

What if my child doesn't like reading?- read this short Booktrust article for some tips!

A poem by Brian Bilston for World Book Day:

One thing
that I’ve learnt
as I’ve got older

is that literature
lights up love
and makes it smoulder

for beauty
is in the eye
of the book holder.
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https://cdn.literacytrust.org.uk/media/documents/Mental_wellbeing_reading_and_writing_2017-18_-_FINAL2_qTxyxvg.pdf
https://cls.ucl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/CLS-WP-201714-The-intergenerational-transmission-of-vocabulary.pdf
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/reading-for-change-performance-and-engagement-across-countries_9789264099289-en#page1
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228803316_Exploring_the_link_between_reading_fiction_and_empathy_Ruling_out_individual_differences_and_examining_outcomes
https://cls.ucl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/CLS-WP-201714-The-intergenerational-transmission-of-vocabulary.pdf
http://oro.open.ac.uk/60382/1/P4-8_Reading%20Communities%20Teresa%20Cremin_Final.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022096521002320
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/what-if-my-child-doesnt-like-reading/#!?q=&sortOption=MostRecent&pageNo=1
https://www.wordsandpics.org/2022/10/writing-poetry-q-with-brian-bilston.html
http://www.stbenets.org/


Lent is a time for reflection
During these six weeks before Easter, we will consider the ways in which we can Look IN and Look OUT this
Lent. Using resources from the Archbishops’ Young Leaders Award, each week we will focus on a different
community that our students are part of.

Last week’s resources focused on Family; this week’s AYLA resources - focusing on Friends - can be found here
(slides 7-10). The resources encourage us to reflect on words from the Bible, and then to look outwards, to
speak, give, act and pray.

A Prayer for Lent (The Church of England)
Holy God,
Our lives are laid open before you:
Rescue us from chaos and sin
And through the death of your Son
Bring us healing and make us whole
In Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Attendance Matters
Over the last few weeks I wrote about the importance of excellent attendance and the key role it plays in helping
every student to flourish. Regular school attendance is an essential part of giving children the best possible start in
life.
As a school, we will always try and work with parents to encourage and support attendance levels that are as high
as possible. We understand that there are factors that create barriers to positive attendance. However, to quote from
the Norfolk Local Authority attendance information: “‘parents are legally responsible for ensuring that their child
attends school regularly. If this is not achieved, the school may refer you to the Children’s Services attendance team,
who may issue you with a summons to appear in court. If parents are convicted in court, they may be fined up to
£1,000. In some circumstances, if the parents have knowingly allowed their child to be absent from school, they
may be fined up to £2,500 or even sent to prison for 3 months.” Obviously, no one wants to reach this point, so if
you have concerns about your child’s attendance then please contact Mrs Hunt, Attendance officer in the secondary
phase who will help to put you in touch with the form tutor. For additional information from the Local Authority
please click here.

Key events
w/b 27 February: Y11 Exams 2 continue this week
Weds 1 March - NEU Strike Day (East Midlands, West Midlands and Eastern Region)
Weds 1 March - Year 11s in school as usual
Weds 1 March - Drama trip taking place
Thurs 2 March - World Book Day
Tues 7 March - Geography Field Trip
Thurs 9 March - Norfolk Skills & Careers Festival (Year 9)
Fri 10 March - MPs Question Time (Year 11)

The school website is a useful source of information. Please also visit the Harleston Sancroft Academy Twitter
feed for photos and updates.

School Clubs
● Here is a list of lunchtime and after-school clubs.
● All clubs are FREE and students do not need to sign up - they can just turn up on the day.
● For any lunchtime sports clubs, students should put on their trainers (they won’t change into full

sports kit). For after-school sports clubs, students will need to be fully changed into their PE kit.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZU9EkLIQ/view#1
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/what-we-believe/lent-holy-week-and-easter/dust-and-glory-resources-lent-2023
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/behaviour-and-attendance/attendance/school-attendance#:~:text=Every%20school%20has%20access%20to,duty%20line%20on%2001603%20223681.
https://www.sancroft.stbenets.org/
https://twitter.com/SancroftAcademy?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ASancroftAcademy%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c14
https://twitter.com/SancroftAcademy?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ASancroftAcademy%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c14
https://www.sancroft.stbenets.org/secondary/key-information/clubs/



