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Reading and Writing with Little Wandle
● Little Wandle scheme of work - Autumn term Phase 2 
● Use of mnemonics to support letter formation
● First half Aut term: s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f l
● Second half Aut term: ff ll ss j v w x y z zz qu ch sh th ng nk
● Tricky words - is put pull full as and has his her go no to into she push he of we me be
● Spring term - Phase 3 graphemes (di/trigraphs in CCVC and CVCC words)
● Summer term Phase 4 - Spot the di/trigraphs to build up fluency as a reader and use 

prosody
● ELG expectation

READING- Say a sound for each letter of the alphabet and 10 digraphs
Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge. Read aloud simple sentences an some common 
exception words
WRITING
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed
Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others

Pronunciation of sounds watch video - important to keep the sounds short (more of a 
noise) https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Phonics terminology
● Grapheme - The written letter
● Phoneme - The single sound the letter makes
● Digraph - Two letters which make one sound - ch, sh, ng, etc
● Trigraph - Three letters which make one sound eg igh
● Tricky words - Words to be learnt as a whole word and can not be sounded out
● Speedy sounds - Flashcards modelled I say, you say
● Mnemonics - The saying that supports the letter formation - encourage children to say this as they 

form the letters to embed this into their learning
● Sound talk - oral blending
● Blending - signal for blending
● Segmenting - hands in the air, count sounds in words

Scaffolds 
● Sound buttons/ sound bars
● Fluency - Whisper/blend -reading whole words without blending
● Prosody - use excitement/intonation when reading
● VC/CVC words



Pre-writing activities

● Before children can hold a pencil with a tripod grip, they need to develop their fine motor skills and 
strengthen their fingers  

● When their hands are able to grasp tightly, encourage them to hold the pencil correctly in a tripod grip
● If their pencil grip is weak, use a felt tip pen when drawing or writing as these are more fluid and do not 

rely on your child pushing hard to make a mark
● Pencil grips help your child to locate the correct place to hold a pencil and supports their hands
● To start with they may grasp their pencil in their palm as their pincer grip is not yet strong enough
● They will need to develop their gross motor skills and upper body strength by climbing, balancing, pulling, 

pushing, crawling etc.  Once they have a strong core and upper body strength, their vestibular balance will 
be strong enabling them to sit with control and upright, in a traditional writing position, sat at a table

● You can help develop stronger hands by these activities:
Grasping and swinging from a bar
Using pegs to help hang out the washing
Scrunch up paper
Play with playdough and plasticine, squashing and squeezing
Colouring in favourite pictures
Using scissors to cut while crafting



Ways to support your child at home
Support children by completing letter formation set in yellow phonic book each week - Focus on saying and 
remembering the sounds and correct letter formation. As you practise writing the letters, say and encourage 
your child to say the mnemonic to help them memorise this 

Make flashcards of the graphemes to practise saying all the letter sounds. Place 2 or 3 letter sounds 
together and model saying/blending the sounds to read simple words

Writing - segment words by counting the sounds using fingers to represent each sound

Reading scheme - When children can blend to read simple words and can say all letter sounds, they will 
receive a school reading book which is in line with their phonic knowledge

Please listen to them read every night (if only a few pages) and discuss the events in the story/information 
book.  Encourage them to predict events and retell parts of the story to ensure they understand what they 
have read.  Unpick new vocabulary

Point to the sounds as the children attempt to read and blend the sounds.  If they struggle, help them out 
and model re-reading the word

Record in the home school reading record book how your child has done with their reading

Books will be changed once a week when the children are confident with reading the book with fluency 
using the whisper blend method

 




