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A real fight is
on the cards
over new
housing

So, Norfolk will not be the
location of one of Labour’s new
towns.

The government’s New Towns
Taskforce has announced where
12 new towns - each with at least
10,000 houses - will be created -
and South Norfolk is not among
them.

The Conservative-controlled
council had talked to the
government about the possibility
and had expressed an interest in
the programme.

But, after whittling down more
than 100 potential locations,
officials decided that other parts
of the country made more sense
than Norfolk.

The council had never revealed
an actual site for the Norfolk new
town, but there had previously
been suggestions of new
settlements in Hethel, Silfield and
Honingham Thorpe.

Whether the snub for Norfolk is
a blow or a blessing depends on
your perspective.

South Norfolk Council leader
Daniel Elmer had said a new
town could have helped to prevent
the council from having to permit
development on the edge of
existing towns and villages.

He had said the idea - with the
right infrastructure such as roads
and GPs in place - also had the
potential to help to keep house
prices down.

But countryside charity CPRE
had branded the proposal
‘preposterous’.

Their argument was that
getting distracted by a shiny new
government initiative, prevented
a focus on getting those unbuilt
homes constructed.

The charity had always
questioned whether the new
homes created within the new
town would be instead of or on
top of the current housing
targets, something which Mr
Elmer had also sought clarity on.

Now that the new town will not
be happening, South Norfolk
leaders say they will keep
fighting to protect towns from the
house building demanded by the
government.

Thought
for the day

1 John 4:18

There is no fear in love. But
perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears
is not made perfect in love.

Where do the
flags stop?

Re the article on the front page
of the EDP on September 25,
whereby left wing councillors are
wanting flags that are hung from
lampposts to be considered as
‘hate incidents.’

May I commence by saying I am
not racist - in fact I'm extremely
grateful for the players of ethnic
origin who turned out for my
beloved Tottenham Hotspur on
Saturday evening at the start of
the Wolves game, in fact 100% of
them , albeit ‘legally,” as I can
imagine is the case with many of
the demonstrators teams that
attended the recent rally in
London against immigration.
There’s no way I would attend
such a rally, that said I don’t see
what all the fuss of flying UK or
St. Georges flags is all about.
I've been going to Spain annually
for many many years, as I had a
friend who lived there who sadly
died recently, and I was always
impressed by the flag of Spain
being displayed almost
everywhere, many hanging from
tenement-type blocks of the
residents flats.

It may be my ignorance but I
never once got the impression
that they flew the flags for
‘immigration’ reasons, it always
seemed they were proud to be
Spanish and show their
patriotism.

The problem in this country is
that we don’t show the same
patriotism when it comes to flag
displaying and because of it,
when flags are more visible at
rallies they’re associated with
racial hatred.

If hanging flags from lampposts
is going to be banned, not only in
Norfolk but across the country, is
it going to include those hanging
from lampposts in London’s Pall
Mall leading up to Buckingham
Palace?

JOHN RAY
Aylsham

Speaking for
the middle

Did anyone else read the
Saturday Opinion piece
defending ‘far right’ views
written by Cllr Sam Murray and
feel a sense of unease?

Clearly motivated by the
unstoppable demise of everything
we hold dear in this country Clir
Murray rattled indignantly
through everything from
paedophiles operating in High
Churech circles to the recently
heavily publicised murder of a
far-right activist.

Apparently, all those voices
many of us regard as far right or
even extremist views are in Sam
Murray’s eyes merely nice
Christian patriots with a need to
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Congratulations to Rob
Connelly, his staff, pupils,
parents and friends at
Archbishop Sancroft
Academy for their recent
recognition by Ofsted.

It is heartening to see this
church school, working in the
mainstream of non-selective
(and now all-through 4-16)
schools based firmly in their
community.

It is also good to look back
more than 45 years to the
foundation built by the late

Headteacher Rob Connelly with some of the students

Congratulations to Academy

Michael Quarmby and his
colleagues.

Some 30 years ago, the
school’s first-round Ofsted
put Sancroft in the top
echelon of East Anglian
church schools when pupils
travelled to meet the then
Secretary of State, Cromer-
born Gillian Shephard, to
receive an official award for
Sancroft’s achievement. I had
the privilege of working with
children for 14 years at the
school with an able,
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dedicated and innovative
team of teachers, support
workers, parents and local
churches.

All the more credit goes to
the present school
community, in times of
restricted funding and
inflexible curricula, for its
continued maintenance of ‘a
calm environment’ and
respectful ethos.

FRANK PAICE
Norwich

express their distaste at the
direction the UK is sliding.
Thousands of flags erected in
certain ethnic minority quarters
isn’t intended as threatening or
even as some want to call them
‘hate crimes’ she says but it’s
merely patriots being thoroughly
British... nothing more.

Sam says her creed and moral
outrage represents the centre
right and not the far right and
I've no doubt a few far lefty
Councillors will be demanding a
similar platform to air their
views and will equally present an
ostensibly well-reasoned diatribe
to excuse their extreme but
apparently now ‘left of centre’
tendencies.

Ping pong views are being batted
left and right across the table
and no doubt you’'ll find both
sides in the Council chamber and
the letters pages will take their
cues and absorb their ‘facts’ from
their respective politically
skewed newspapers and
websites.

Centre right or centre left isn’t
definable or measurable and I'm

sure that despite her shrill
declamation of the way views of
people like her are now deemed
extreme by the ‘powers-that-be’,
she and her ilk still pretend
they’re not trying to polarise
views and pit citizen against
citizen.

We need consensus not conflict
and while agitators and some
politicians seek to divide us, I
have to ask who is speaking for
those of us baffled by the
arguments who are not ‘left’ or
‘right’ of anything but stand
squarely in the centre?

Who speaks for those like me
who haven’t suddenly (and
inexplicably) felt a need to fly a
Union Jack in their garden but
sit uneasily on the fence and find
themselves totally unable to
divine the difference between
what’s the truth and what’s a lie
anymore?

STEVE MACKINDER
Denver

Evolution or

revolution

To fly the flag or not to fly the
flag, that is the question.
National flags are often flown
when people feel threatened, it’s
like showing your teeth. This is
who I am!

Today ever more people feel
threatened by the sudden and
rapid increase in immigration
numbers.

In 2025 numbers approximate
500,000pa whereas between
1950 to 2000 they remained
steady at 7,800pa.
Unfortunately words like racism,
Islamophobia, fascist and far
right are bandied about to shut
down reasoned debate.

Yet increasingly I hear concern
expressed from ‘normal people’,
family members, friends,
neighbours and at long last
politicians from all sides have
recognised they must act in
resolute manner rather than
continue, ‘to kick the can down
the road’.




